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Notes about the piece

This piece is a musical interpretation of Crockett Johnson's illustrations

in the children's book, "Harold and the Purple Crayon."  

The boxed numbers in the score correspond with page numbers in the book.  

The publication does not contain page numbers; however, the first page of 

writing, which shows Harold drawing a single purple line and looking up, 

should be considered page 1.  Every individual page is a new number, with 

the exception of pages 48 and 49, which each contain a double-page spread.  

Page 48 is the first full double-page city scape, and page 49 is the second 

full double-page city scape.

During performance, the illustrations should be projected on a screen, 

without the accompanying text.  No words should appear on the screen, 

only Harold and his drawings.  A second person is required to turn the 

pages of the projection according to the indications in the score.

The score alternates between metered and free sections.  A double barline 

always separates metered and unmetered sections.

The majority of metered sections default to a metronome mark of q = 132.  

The exception is at 25, where the tempo is lowered to q = 90.

The unmetered sections should be relaxed and unhurried.  Take your time 

with the bowed crotales.  

In general, each time a rolled note appears, it should be rolled using one

hand, with mallets above and below the bar.  This rolled note represents

Harold's purple line.  The bowed crotale represents the moon.  Each time 

the bowed crotale sounds, Harold is looking up at the moon.
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