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composer HEATHER GILLIGAN's MUsIC HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS HONEST, DIRECT, AND

COMPASSIONATE WHILE EXPLORING EMOTIONS FROM HUMOR TO ANGUISH. HE SUCCESSES
INCLUDE PREMIERES OF HER CHORAL, WIND BAND, AND ORCHESTRAL MUSIC AT TH RK CHORAL
FESTIVAL IN CARNEGIE HALL AND THE WASHINGTON D.C. INTERNATIONAL MU T THE JOHN

NING FLUTE WAS
PUBLISHED IN THE 2015 SCI| JOURNAL OF MUSIC SCORES AND CHO [ PERFORMANCE BY THE
COLLEGE MUSIC SOCIETY AND THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA'SINEW ESTIVAL. SHE SERVES AS A
MEMBER OF THE BOSTON COMPOSERS COALITION, A GROUP O EVEN v
CREATION, PERFORMANCE, EDUCATION, AND DISSEMINAT; NEW AMERICAN MUSIC. SHE IS THE
RECIPIENT OF THE MALLOY MILLER PRIZE IN COMPO NAMED COMPOSER OF THE YEAR BY
THE NEW HAMPSHIRE MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIAT N RECEIVED HER DMA IN COMPOSITION
FROM BOSTON UNIVERSITY, HER MM FRO E Y.SCHOOL OF Music, AND A BS IN CHEMISTRY
FROM LEHIGH UNIVERSITY. SHE CURREN RVES AS CHAIR OF THE MuSIC DEPARTMENT AT KEENE
STATE COLLEGE IN KEENE, NH ER IGAN.COM

E. ETHELB

LLER IS A WRITER AND LITERARY ACTIVIST. HE IS THE AUTHOR OF
SEVERAL CQRALEG@ OF POEMS AND TWO MEMOIRS AND SERVES AS A BOARD MEMBER FOR THE
COMMU Fo FOR THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION. MILLER IS AN INDUCTEE OF THE 2015
WASHIN ’ D. JALL. OF FAME AND RECIPIENT OF THE AWP 2016 GEORGE GARRETT AWARD FOR
OUTSTAN G COMMUNITY SERVICE IN LITERATURE AND THE 2016 D.C. MAYOR'S ARTS AWARD FOR
DISTINGUISHED HONOR. HIS MOST RECENT BOOK IS 7T HE COLLECTED POEMS OF E. ETHELBERT MILLER,
EDITED BY KIRSTEN PORTER AND PUBLISHED BY WILLOW BOOKS. WWW.EETHELBERTMILLER.COM

COMMERCIAL RECORDING RELEASED APRIL, 2017
BY ALBANY RECORDS
MARGOT ROOD, SOPRANO
THE APPLE HILL STRING QUARTET

DURATION: APPROX. 15 MINUTES



POETRY BY E.ETHELBERT MILLER

CARLOS

MARIA COLLAPSED
BY THE TREE IN THE YARD

HONEY & WATERMELONS
HER TEARS TOLD US THE NEWS OF CARLOS' DEATH.

A MAN IS MAKING A BOMB.
| ASKED FOR HIS BODY AND HIs SLENDER FINGERS
THEY LAUGHED ARE LIKE THREADS AND WIRES

WEAVING INTO METAL.
THEY TOLD ME | COULD HAVE IT

IF I PAID FOR THE BULLETS THE MAN IS NOT THINKING
OF DESTRUCTION OR HOW A
WHAT VULTURES RULE THIS COUNTRY CHILD MIGHT LOSE A LIMB

OR A MOTHER A CHILD.
HOLDING MARIA'S HAND MY MOTHER SOFTLY WHISPERED

JUAN, THERE ARE PESOS IN MY ROOM POR FAVOR HE 1S THINKING OF HONEY
AND WATERMELONS AND A
COUNTLESS NUMBER OF VIRGINS

REBECCA LETS HER HAIR DOWN TO HOLD HIS HANDS.

| AM A VICTIM OF MY OWN WAR X N IS THINKING OF

AS | STAND IN THE SHOWER WATCHING D HOW THIS LIFE

MY HAIR FALL AND SWIM ILLUSION AND WHAT
E IS'MAKING IS NOT A BOMB.

IS THIS WORSE THAN CANCER

THIS LOSS OF HAIR? O ON THE TABLE NEXT TO HIS

MEN IN WAR CAMPS HE CANNOT UNDERSTAND.
AND JAPANESE WOMEN

AFTER THE BOMB? THE MAN IS HUNGRY FOR

. TOOLS IS A BOOK FILLED

WHY DO [ THINK OF BALDING WITH WONDER AND MIRACLES

0 THE NEXT LIFE SO HE

I LOVE MY HAIR COMPLETES HIS WORK
AS MUCH AS LIFE \

AND CLEANS HIS TABLE.

TO BRUSH A MAN IS WALKING DOWN

TO COMB THE STREET WITH A BOMB.
TO HOLD, HE STOPS NEXT TO A MAN
ONGERS

WHO LOOKS LIKE ME.
MY HAIR

IN MY EYE

LIBERIA FEVER, 1877
(REFORMATTED WITH PERMISSION FROM THE POET)
MY YOUNGEST COMES RUNNING
OUT OF THE SUMMER NIGHTMARE
CHASED BY WHITE MEN WHO WOULD
PREFER US DEAD INSTEAD OF FREE.

WHEN | SLEEP THE SAME DREAM

RETURNS LIKE A SHIP SAILING ACROSS WATER
SWEATING | TOSS IN MY BED WHILE MY WIFE
MUMBLES A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION

ALL OUR POSSESSIONS

IN OUR HANDS

WE WALK ON THE SAME LAND THAT PLANTED
SCARS ON OUR BACKS AND FEET

MANY FOLKS SUFFER FROM A STRANGE FEVER
SOMETHING CURED ONLY BY THE TOUCH OF AN AFRICAN
WIND
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With sadness
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With a deep sense of sorrow
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[I. REBECCA LETS HER HAIR DOWN
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Icy and resentful

96

#

—3—

g (
3 i
L] o Q| H
il 7 QL
g QL o} TN
a vl = v v
N
o = n ||
Q
oI | ||
i . TR i
[ Yo\l A
: Al il i [aldl
i
; nil 1] B
A 11 v R 18R
kS A.Tl ﬁ%l _._ i
A T
1 ! LY ﬁ% _ H
Y oy \ ' Wy \
LY
LY I 4
Ao_ |
| o R 1
o £ @ B B ~
il Y T ] A
U s ® [l o
(11 my _._F% JETE \ \F ]
L]
A A Dy
1 \ QL
QL AN
M >umm=# "
A Ny RLOONTH IO Y
9 der N % o |

37

101
0
> 4
7
[ fan
ANS"4

bomb?

af -ter the

and Ja-pa-nese wo - men

alisa liny Sy alisy
1 1 1 1
~C ~ ~C ~y
St
< < <
N1
LY
0 0) \o uu_ﬁ | pﬁ
LY
QL L
|
Ao ~ ™ N &l S o
' ey A Wy
L it i
QL ildv . 1]
o/ %Lv/ ild/ \Gi
e e e Wl
~ ~Y ~y ~Y
QL QL T f$
TSy AONH LN / LN
ol
d Il 9
M o ov I
NG O A A



With sad emotion
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HONEY & WATERMELONS
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