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Honey & Watermelons

A man is making a bomb.

His slender fingers

are like threads and wires

weaving into metal.

The man is not thinking

of destruction or how a

child might lose a limb

or a mother a child.

He is thinking of honey

and watermelons and a

countless number of virgins

to hold his hands.

The man is thinking of

paradise and how this life

is an illusion and what

he is making is not a bomb.

On the table next to his

tools is a book filled

with wonder and miracles

he cannot understand.

The man is hungry for

the next life so he

completes his work

and cleans his table.

A man is walking down

the street with a bomb.

He stops next to a man

who looks like me.

Liberia Fever, 1877 

My youngest comes running

out of the summer nightmare

chased by white men who would

prefer us dead instead of free.

When I sleep the same dream

returns like a ship sailing across water

sweating I toss in my bed while my wife

mumbles a prayer for protection

all our possessions

in our hands

We walk on the same land that planted

scars on our backs and feet

Many folks suffer from a strange fever

Something cured only by the touch of an African

wind

Poetry by E.Ethelbert Miller

carlos

Maria collapsed

by the tree in the yard

her tears told us the news of carlos' death.

I asked for his body and

they laughed

they told me i could have it 

if i paid for the bullets

what vultures rule this country

holding maria's hand my mother softly whispered

juan, there are pesos in my room por favor

Rebecca Lets Her Hair Down

I am a victim of my own war

as I stand in the shower watching

my hair fall and swim

Is this worse than cancer

this loss of hair?

Why do I think of balding 

men in war camps

and Japanese women

after the bomb?

I love my hair

as much as life

to brush

to comb

to hold

my hair no longer

in my eyes

(reformatted with permission from the poet)
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