A WOMAN KNOWS

8 SONGS ON THE PROGRESS OF WOMEN
Commissioned by Boston Composers' Coalition, 2013

Proverb xxxi, 25-28 1. Proverb Heather Gilligan
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Hymn-like

Soprano 1

Strength and hon-our are her__ cloth - ing; and sheshall re - joice in time to

Soprano 2 |{eyJ ; ; ’ Ay,

Alto 1 7

Alto 2 o e e A e e

She o-pen-eth her mouth_ with__ wis -  dom;
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and in her tongue is the law of kind - ness.
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She look-eth well to the ways of her house - hold; and eat-eth  not the bread. the

She look-eth well to the ways of her house - hold; and eat-eth  not the bread. the
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She look-eth well to the ways of her house - hold; and eat-eth  not

She look-eth well to the ways of her house - hold; and eat-eth T\ the bread. the

bread__ of id-le- ness. Her  child- ren__ a - rise up,

bread___ of id-le- ness. child
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prai seth her.

he

and____

45

approx. 1



2. Mrs. Beeton's Book of Household Management

Isabella Beeton, 1861
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Schmaltzy

Soprano 1 e

Mis-ses Mis-ses Bee-ton's Book  of House-hold Man-age-ment

Soprano 2

Mis-ses___ Mis-ses Bee-ton's Book  of House-hold Man-age-ment

Alto 1

Alto 2

Mis-ses

Thereis  no more fruit-ful source of fam-ily dis-con-tent thana housewife's bad-ly cooked din - ners and
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Slightly less detached Again, detached and prissy

Thereis no more fruit- ful__ source of__fam-ily di-con-tentthana house- wife's

un - ti-dy  ways. Thereis no more fruit- ful__ source of fam-ily di-con-tent than a house - wif
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With conviction

Men are nowsowell served out_ of _

I I
dy ways. Men are nowsowell served out_ of _
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Men are nowsowell served out_ of _
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doors, at theirclubs well - or-dered tav -erns anddi- ning hou- ses,
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doors, at theirclubs, well-or-dered tav - erns and di - ning hou- ses,____
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doors, well - or-deredtav-erns

With conviction

outof doors, attheir clubs, well-or-dered ta - verns_and

so well served doors, attheir clubs, well-or-dered ta - verns_ and__

Men are now so well served outof doors, attheir clubs, well-or-dered ta - verns_ and_
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Men are now so well served outof doors, attheir clubs, well-or-dered ta - verns_and



thatin  or-der to com-pete with the at- trac-tions of these pla-

di - ning hou- ses___

ac-quain-ted withthe theo - ryand prac- tice

ac-quain-ted withthe theo - ryand prac- tice
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tho-rough-ly ac-quain- ted withthe theo - ryand prac- tice



of cook-er -y

well___ as_ be per-fect Ily_ con- ver-sant with

well___ as_ be per-fect ly_ con- ver-sant with

per-fect ly__ con - ver - sant with

com - fort- able____
("com- fter- ble")

com - fort- able____
("com- fter- ble")

all theoth-er arts of ma-kingand keep - ing

com - fort- able____ home._
("com- fter- ble")

com - fort- able____ home.__
("com- fter- ble”)
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3. We the Men and Women

Susan B. Anthony, 1872

Soprano 1

Soprano 2

Alto 1

Alto 2
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nor yet we, the male ci-ti- zens;
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ci-ti- zens;

but we, we, the whole peo - ple we, the peo-ple,who formedthe U - nion, who

but we, we, the whole peo- ple we, the peo-ple, who_formedthe U - nion, who
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4. Seneca Falls 11

from the transcripts of the
Seneca Falls Convention, 1848

J 82
Repetitive and chantlike
Each fugal entrance should be brought out
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Alto 1

Alto 2

The his-to -ry of man-kind is a i in-ju-ries  and
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toward

WO - man hav - ing in di - rect. ob- ject___ the es-

=
his-to-ry of re - peat-ed in-ju-ries and

prove this,

let facts be sub - mi tedihto___ a can - did

To  prove this, let facts besub - mit - tedto @ can - did

toward wo-man hav - ing indi - rect ob- ject_thees-
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- To prove this, let facts be sub - mit - ted to____

world. To prove this, let facts be sub - mit - ted to____

let facts besub - mit - ted to__

a can - did world.__ To prove this, let facts besub - mit - ted to__ a
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u - sur - pa-tions onthepartof man___ letfacts besub - it - ted to__ a
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prived her of this first rightof a «ci - ti - zen, » the fran - chise,

lea-ving her with-out rep-re-sen - ta - tion inthe hallsof le-gi - sla-tion, Hehas op- pressed_her on

lea-ving her with-out rep-re-sen - tat - tion inthe hallsof le-gi - sla- tion, Hehas op- pressed__ her on
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5. Twelve Reasons 19

from a suffrage flyer,
sometime in the 19-teens

Soprano 1

Soprano 2

Alto 1

Alto 2

Light and speedy

2 = ) throughout, with a tempo similar
to "America" from West Side Story
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Rea-sonsWhyWo-menShould Vote, 12 Rea-sonsWhy
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Rea-sonsWhyWo-menShould Vote, __ Be-cause

x = hand slap on thigh

A = right foot stomp
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Because laws ef-fect wo-men
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lawshould help tochoose thosewhomakethe
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laws.__ WO -men

Because laws ef-fect wo-men

should help tochoose
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Be-cause
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lawswhichef-fect

WO - men arenow passedwith-out con - sul-tingthem.

A = right foot stomp

x = hand slap on thigh
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Be-cause which would be  help-ful to le-gi-
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sla - tion. Be-cause hun-dredsof

Be-cause hun-dredsof

help-ful to le-gi - sla tion. Be-cause hun-dredsof
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help-ful to le-gi - sla tion. Be-cause hun-dredsof

/ = loud hand clap

A = right foot stomp
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thousandsof in - tel-li-gent hard-working  wo-men want to vote.__
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thousandsof in - tel-li-gent hard-working  wo-men want to

thou-sandsof - tel-li-gent hardwork-ing  wo-men want to
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Wo-men ‘ vote.__

not rea-son.

jonsa - gainsttheir  ha-vingthe vote arebasedon pre - ju - dice, not rea-son
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ha-vingthe dice, not rea-son.

A = right foot stomp / = loud hand clap
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Poco meno mosso

Because to sum up all rea-sonsin one, it is for the

Because to

com - mon good of all. Vote forwo-men's suff-rage.

/ = loud hand clap

X = In pairs,

high five right hand:
Soprano 1 & 2 high five,
Alto 1 & 2 high five.

1:20



24 6. The 19th Amendment

Amendment XIX from the
United States Constitution

J~ 84
Chantlike
Soprano 1
The right of ci-ti- zens____ of the U - ni - ted States
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Soprano 2

The right of ci-ti- zens____ of the U - ni - ted States
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The right of ci-ti- zens___ of the U - ni - ted tate

Alto 2 % 7 ——

The right of ci-ti- zens____
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to vote*, to vote shall not be de - nied or a-

to vote*, to vote____ shall not__ be de - nied or a-

*Strong "t" on beat 3
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*Place "ks" sound
on beat 3 and let
the s die away over
2 or more beats
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An interview between Janis Lane (Central Mississippi
Tea Party President) and R.L. Nave (reporter for
the Jackson Free Press, Jackson, MI), June 2012

7. Diabolical

J~76 Bluesy
) p
Soprano 1 -
1Y) _— 1 T
e-ver made____

Soprano 2

Alto 1

Sad, bluesy
Singer may add pitch

Alto 2

waswhen wo -men

got_ the

right
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Weakly, with
lack of conviction
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8. A Woman Knows Best

Text excerpted from
www.awomanknows.org

/=76
Hymn-like, starting small and building to the end

A de-mo - cra-ticso - ci-e-ty hasthe ob -1li - ga - tion to re-spect,pro

Soprano 2

A de-mo - cra-ticso - ci-e-ty hasthe ob - li - ga - tion e- spect, pro

Alto 1

to re-spect,pro

Alto 2

to re-spect,pro
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tectandful - fill__ thehealthand safe-ty of its  peo-ple. Wo men's strength is

tectandful - fill _ thehealthand safe-ty of its  peo-ple.

-
tectandful - fill__ thehealthand safe-ty of its  peo-ple

tectandful - fill__ ; c of its  peo-ple.
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root-ed int ac -Gessto ed-u - ca-tion, fi - nan-cialse - cu-ri-ty, safe-ty from vio-lence,
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root-ed intheir ac-cessto ed-u - ca-tion, fi - nan-cialse - cu-ri-ty, safe-ty from vio-lence,

root-ed intheir ac-cessto ed-u - ca-tion, fi - nan-ialse - cu-ri-ty, safe-ty from vio-lence,

root-ed intheir ac-cessto ed-u - ca-tion, fi - nan-cialse - cu-ri-ty, safe-ty from vio-lence,
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and the au - thor i -ty to make re - spon-si - ble per-son-al and fam-ily de-

and the au

thor

to make re ble

i -ty

spon-si -

and the au

thor

i -ty

wo - man knows what's best_ for her - self and her

fam-i - ly

A wo - man knows what's best_ for her - selfandher fam-i - ly

ci - sions A wo - man knows what's best_ for her - selfandher fam-i - ly
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ci - sions A wo - man knows what's best_ for her - selfandher fam-i - ly
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